Grade 1 Writing Rubric
	
	Experienced
	Capable
	Developing
	Emerging
	Experimenting

	Ideas
	* Clearly addresses a focused topic and provides specific and relevant details
	* Details emerge about the topic 
(3-4 details)
* May enhance writing with illustrations
	* General idea is understandable
* Idea is simplistic (1-2
 details)
* May support writing with illustrations
	* Attempts some 
recognizable
letters and/or words
* May use an illustration to  represent an idea 
	* Random string of    letters (pre-phonetic) 
* Picture only


	Organization
	* Employs easy-to-follow sequence with clear beginning, middle, and end
	* Begins to highlight key ideas with a beginning, a more developed middle and ending sequence
	* Represents sequence of events with words and pictures
* Limited beginning and middle, or is a list
	* Random words that fit the picture or topic or one sentence that fits the topic
	* Order is not present

	Voice*
	* Engages the audience (Did you know …)
* Feelings about subject are loud/ clear
	* Identifiable feelings are present
* Audience is aware of writer’s mood
	* General feeling is present with words, punctuation, and/or with illustrations (“fun” “like” “favorite” !) 
	* Illustrations and/or  words may show voice
	* Not evident

	Word Choice
	* Uses fresh, descriptive, original words (juicy words, interesting words)
* Not limited by spelling ability
	* Begins to use new, favorite, special or descriptive words to create images
	* Repeats familiar words and phrases; uses frequently used words
	* Some recognizable words are evident
	* Not evident


	Sentence Fluency
	* Varies beginning and ending of sentences to create rhythm and flow of words
	* Uses simple sentence structure showing clear idea
*Not all sentences begin the same way 
	* Uses simple sentences that may begin the same way (I like my…I like my)
	* Part of a sentence may be present; omission of words
(cat up tree, dress red)
	* Not evident; string of letters

	Conventions
	* Consistently uses correct punctuation, capitalization, spacing
* Some varied use of punctuation is present (? “ “, !, etc)
* Grade level words and challenging words are logically spelled 
	* Uses capitalization:
-beginning of sentence and names
* Uses correct punctuation at end of sentence
* Spells high frequency words correctly
* Appropriate spacing 
	* Inconsistent use of capitalization and punctuation 
* Phonetic spelling is decodable; accurate spelling of some words
* Knowledge of spacing evident
	* No punctuation 
* Phonetic spelling is decodable in some words
* Inconsistent spacing
* Random use of upper and lowercase letters
	* String of letters
* No phonetic sounds
* No spacing
* Uses all capital 
  letters


*Assessment of voice may not be developmentally appropriate until later in the year during Grade 1.  
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